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In November 2008, Cali-
fornia voters ruled against gay 
marriage, but the fi ght for its 
reversal wages on.
Oral arguments involving 
the legality of Proposition 8, 
which recognizes marriage as 
strictly between a man and a 
woman, will be made in front of 
the California Supreme Court 
today. A decision is expected 
from the court within 90 days 
aft er oral arguments are heard. 
Tiff any Quan, a freshman 
business marketing major, said 
a lot of her friends supported 
Proposition 8. She said that 
while she understands where 
they come from, she feels that if 
two people are in love and want 
to be together, it’s their right.
“I support free choice,” she 
said. “I think people should do 
what they want to do.”
Campus 
weighs in on 
same-sex 
marriage case
See PROP 8, page 3
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Calif. murder suspect 
killed after attacking 
judge
STOCKTON  — A man accused of 
killing his girlfriend was shot to 
death in a Stockton courtroom 
Wednesday after he attacked the 
judge presiding over his murder 
trial, offi cials said.
David Paradiso, 28, was shot 
by a police detective after he 
left the witness stand and 
began attacking San Joaquin 
County Superior Court Judge 
Cinda Fox during a break 
in proceedings, said Dave 
Conecny, a spokesman for the 
sheriff’s department.
— Associated Press
Ford to cut $10B in debt 
with cash, equity offer
DEARBORN, Mich. — Ford 
Motor Co. took another step 
Wednesday to stay cost-
competitive with government-
fi nanced automakers General 
Motors and Chrysler when it 
offered to exchange up to 40 
percent of its debt for cash and 
stock.
— Associated Press
Wanted for war crimes in 
Darfur: Sudan’s president
THE HAGUE, Netherlands — The 
president of Sudan became a 
wanted man Wednesday when 
the International Criminal Court 
charged him with war crimes 
and crimes against humanity in 
Darfur — its fi rst action against 
a sitting head of state and 
one that could set the stage 
for more world leaders to be 
indicted.
President Omar al-Bashir’s 
government retaliated by 
expelling 10 humanitarian 
groups from Darfur and seizing 
their assets, threatening 
lifesaving operations, a U.N. 
spokeswoman said.
— Associated Press
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Th e chocolate chip and peanut 
butt er cookies that were given out 
Wednesday at the Central Class-
room Building as part of a free 
cookie tasting were not as ordi-
nary as they may have seemed.
Th e cookies were baked with a 
special ingredient for the purpose 
of a research study.
As part of his project, Yukihiko 
Tanimoto, a food science gradu-
ate major, led the research study. 
He said he experimented on two 
types of cookies: one soy pulp, or 
okara, the other without the in-
gredient.
Okara, high in protein and fi -
ber, is found in soymilk aft er it’s 
been strained out, according to 
the Entrepreneur Network. Oka-
ra is oft en eaten in Japan or Asian 
countries, Tanimoto said.
“Not too many use (okara) 
in the food industry or as an in-
gredient in human food,” he said. 
“I’m just trying out to see if peo-
ple like it.
Tanimoto said that because 
okara is heavy in water, in order 
to convert it to powder, he dehy-
drates and grinds the okara and 
mixes it with the fl our.
Th e cookie that contained 
okara was much soft er then the 
one without the ingredient, which 
was crunchier, Tanimoto said.
Without knowing which cook-
ie contained okara, Julie Sanders, 
a senior nutrition major, said she 
preferred the crunchy cookie.
“I like the texture of it,” she 
said. “It looked like it almost 
could’ve been baked at home.”
Tanimoto said that he con-
ducted three preliminary tastings 
As the economy is in a downturn, univer-
sities, including SJSU, are seeing a decline 
in donations. 
“Th e economy is responsible for a de-
crease in donations — both at our institu-
tion and others across the country,” Fred 
Najjar, vice president of the university ad-
vancement, wrote in an e-mail.
From July 2007 to June 2008, SJSU re-
ported receiving $16.5 million in contribu-
tions, a slight decline from July 2006 to June 
2007, which was $32.8 million.
Najjar said SJSU received a gift  of $15 
million in 2007, which contributed to the 
overall donations.
From 2005 to June 2006, SJSU received 
$9 million in donations, according to the 
SJSU Tower Foundation Annual Report 
— signifi cantly lower than 2007-08, the 
report stated.
“Our campus made a conscious decision 
to invest in our advancement division over 
the past several years,” Najjar said.  “Th e in-
crease in philanthropic support seen over 
the past several years is a direct result of that 
investment.”
Najjar said the struggling economy will 
continue to have an impact on donations.
Th e university receives its donations from 
alumni, corporations, foundations and oth-
er organizations, Najjar said. According to 
the Foundation Report, these contributions 
provide a bett er education for students, and 
help the university during economic fl uc-
tuations and downturns.
In 2007, SJSU received contributions 
from corporations such as Rockwell In-
ternational, who donated $4 million to 
the College of Engineering, Regent Pacifi c 
Management Corporation, who donated 
See DONATIONS, page 2
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Bible Study
Acts 2 Christian Fellowship hosts 
a weekly study.
7 p.m. in the Pacifi ca Room at 
the Student Union.
Contact Justin Foon at 
jfoon1@yahoo.com
Chamber Music
Student highlights. Free.
12:30 to 1:15 p.m. in the Music 
Building Concert Hall.
For more information, call 
924-4673.
Chris Tomlin
With Israel Houghton. $33.
7 p.m. in the Event Center.
Meditation Group
5 p.m. in the King Library.
Contact Harrison at hhaarrrriis-
soonn@gmail.com
Patricia Lawicki
Senior VP and Chief Information 
Offi cer at PG&E.
Noon in the Engineering building, 
Room 189.
Reese Erlich
The Student Association for 
Middle East Studies presents a 
discussion titled “U.S. Policy and 
the Middle East Crisis.”
3 to 5 p.m. in the King Library, 
Room 255/257.
Contact Eleanor Lovinfosse at 
215-8117.
Sexual Diversity 
Lecture
With Even Low, vice mayor of 
Campbell. Free. 5:30 to 8 p.m. 
in the University Room at the 
Student Union. Contact 
healthscience@casa.sjsu.edu
Test Anxiety
Learn how to calm your anxieties 
and make your test-taking experi-
ence pleasant. 
1:30 to 2:30 p.m. in Clark Hall, 
Room 118.
Zen Buddhism Club
Uncovering our obsessions
3:30 p.m. in the Costanoan Room 
of the Student Union. 
Contact Justin at 
jstnjc@gmail.com
The Secret in the 
Wings
7 p.m. at the University Theatre. 
Tickets available at the Event 
Center Box Offi ce. 
Juggling Roles: 
School, Job, Family, Friends
12:15 to 1:15 p.m. in Clark Hall, 
Room 118.
Contact Veronica Mendoza at 
veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu
Eminent Speaker 
Series
“Bootstrapping Start-ups: The 
Pros and Cons.” Free and open 
to the public. 6 to 7 p.m. in the 
Engineering building, Room 189.
Contact Anu Basu at 924-3593 or 
basu_a@cob.sjsu.edu
LGBTQQI 
Discussion Group 
Co-sponsored by LGBT Resource 
Center and Counseling Services.
Noon to 1:30 p.m. at the LGBT 
Resource Center. For more 
information, call 924-6158 or 
924-5910.
Sparta Guide is provided free of 
charge to students, faculty and 
staff members. The deadline for 
entries is noon, three working days 
before the desired publication date. 
Space restrictions may require 
editing of submission. Entries are 
printed in the order in which they 
are received. Submit entries online 
at thespartandaily.com or in writ-
ing at DBH 209.
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COOKIE  First student taste evaluation occured during winter break
$5.2 million to the College of 
Business, and Google’s senior vice 
president of global sales and busi-
ness development Omid Kord-
estani, who donated $3 million to 
the College of Engineering.
Other committ ed contribu-
tors to SJSU are the Noyce Foun-
dation, a Palo Alto-based foun-
dation that was created by the 
Noyce family to honor Dr. Robert 
Noyce. Since 1994, the Noyce 
Foundation has donated $4 mil-
lion to SJSU toward the Colleges 
of Education and Science.
Hewlett  Packard has been a 
contributor since 1989. Accord-
ing to the Foundation Report, 
every academic department, ath-
letics department and the Aca-
demic Success Center have ben-
efi ted from HP’s contribution.
Another contributor is 
PG&E, which has donated 
$225,000 since 1991.
Loreene Garcia, a civil en-
gineering major, said she was 
surprised at how much SJSU re-
ceives in donations. She added 
that SJSU should invest more 
of these donations toward pro-
grams that help students.
“I think more programs 
where you can develop more 
leadership skill or get more in-
volved in the school would be 
really good,” she said.
During 2007-08, SJSU dis-
tributed $25 million to various 
programs. Student fi nancial aid 
received $805,581, $9.4 million 
was added to the endowment 
fund, academic support received 
$8.1 million, $241,895 went to-
ward public service, the athletics 
department received $1.7 mil-
lion, $31,312 went toward opera-
tions and maintenance and $5.1 
million went to other campus 
programs.
Th ough $805,581 goes to-
ward fi nancial aid, Nithya Mani, 
a computer engineering major, 
said she wishes that more of 
these donations would go toward 
fi nancial aid.
“Since I applied, there are a 
lot of applicants applying, so it’s 
really hard to get fi nancial aid 
these days,” she said.
Annual contributions of all 
sizes made a diff erence in depart-
ments, according to the Founda-
tion Report.
In 2007-08, the College of 
Business received $5.8 mil-
lion, the largest donation for 
any college on campus. Th e 
second highest at $5.5 million 
was the College of Engineering, 
followed by the College of Ap-
plied Sciences and Arts which 
received about $5.1 million.
From July 2007 to June 2008, 
SJSU’s endowment climbed to 
slightly more than $50 million, 
according to the Foundation 
Report. Endowments are when 
universities receive funding from 
donations that are put into a fund 
account that allows universi-
ties to access the donations only 
—not the interest it earns.
Th e larger the endowment, 
the stronger the university is and 
last year alone, SJSU earned $9 
million in interest a $3 million 
increase from 2006-08 interests.
DONATIONS  Engineering college 
received $5.5 million in gifts for ’07-’08
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during winter break and found 
that 15 of 50 students preferred 
the cookie with okara versus the 
one without.
Changing the amount of oka-
ra that goes into the cookie, Tan-
imoto conducted his research 
again to see if students liked the 
cookie with okara.
Pedro Hernandez, a junior 
accounting finance major, said 
he preferred the softer cookie 
because of the texture and the 
taste.
In regards to the cookie with-
out the okara, Hernandez said, 
“it was too crunchy, and it was 
not too sweet.”
Before starting the cookie 
tasting, students were asked to 
sign an agreement to participate 
in the research. Th e agreement 
stated that ingredients such as 
wheat, eggs, diary, sugar, peanuts 
and soy were used.
Students who tested the 
cookies were asked to fi ll out 
an evaluation while tasting both 
cookies. With a cup of water to 
rinse between cookies, students 
carefully bit their cookies to 
determine which cookie they 
preferred.
Th e evaluation consisted of 
fi ve questions to get a sense of 
what cookie students prefer.
Tanimoto said he expected 
at least 60 students to taste the 
cookies, but he had enough 
cookies for 133 students.
Sarah Jackson, a junior food 
science major, att ended the 
cookie tasting event to support 
her classmate. Not knowing 
which cookie contained okara, 
Jackson said that she did have a 
preference between the cookies 
that were off ered.
“One of them was bett er 
for fl avor and the other one 
was bett er for everything else,” 
she said.
Tanimoto, who said he hopes 
to graduate in May, said he has 
had a lot of help from his advisers 
in conducting this research.
Continued from page 1
As part of Women’s History 
Month, about 20 people gathered 
to explore the topic of childbirth 
practices during a discussion at 
the King Library Wednesday.
Th e meeting, which was co-
sponsored by the SJSU women’s 
studies program and Women’s 
Resource Center, began with the 
documentary, “Th e Business of 
Being Born,” and was followed by 
a discussion where participants 
posed questions to three natural 
birth advocates who work in the 
Bay Area.
Th e fi lm and the speakers 
provided information about the 
increasing adoption of Ameri-
can medicalization of childbirth 
—  which involves Caesarean 
sections and the use of powerful 
painkillers and medically-induced 
labors that became popular in the 
early 1900s.
“It really came as a shock to me 
to fi nd out about all the intrave-
nous methods,” said Lilia Aceve-
do, an undeclared sophomore. 
“All the medication that the doc-
tors use that might even be harm-
ful to the baby, and all the history 
behind it.”
Th e underlying question in-
troduced in the meeting was 
whether the current nation’s att i-
tude toward childbirth is helping 
things or making it worse.
Th e nationwide Caesarean rate 
is currently 31 percent, said Chris-
tine Morton, a panel member of 
the event and a research sociologist 
at the California Maternal Quality 
Care Collaborative which aims to 
eliminate preventable morbidity, 
mortality and racial disparities in 
California maternity care, accord-
ing to its Web site.
“I didn’t know it was that high 
in America,” Acevedo said. “It’s 
kind of shocking that we’re a very 
developed country, and yet we 
have all these people dying and all 
these Caesareans and stuff , that 
don’t need to be done.”
Th e fi lm said the U.S. has the 
second-worst newborn death rate 
in the developed worlds.
Morton said many obstetri-
cians — doctors who oft en assist 
in prenatal care and child delivery 
— don’t know that the childbirth 
methods they recommend are of-
ten responsible for soaring mater-
nal morality rates in California.
“Th e maternal mortality rate 
has tripled in the last eight years,” 
she said.
Jesse Wells, a visitor from Eu-
gene, Ore., and one of the fi ve men 
who att ended the discussion, said 
that it is important for men to be 
involved in the childbirth process 
and to educate themselves.
“Too oft en, we just kind of give 
up our responsibility and are not 
as supportive that we could be in 
that time,” Wells said. “Women 
give birth, and it’s a batt le that they 
fi ght, and I believe that as a man, if I 
know more about what their rights 
are, I could fi ght for them.”
When Susana Gallardo, a 
women’s studies lecturer, was 
pregnant, she said that her doctor 
intimidated her, even though she 
knew her rights.
“Th ey’re a doctor,” Gallardo 
said. “You don’t question the doc-
tor. I think that’s just such a big is-
sue for us.”
Speakers at the event in-
cluded: Kavita Noble, a certifi ed 
midwife who works in Campbell; 
Allana Moore, an alumna and a 
childbirth doula, a type of mid-
wife who does not provide medi-
cal care; and research sociologist 
Christine Morton.
Th e fi lm introduced the Holly-
wood trend of “too posh to push,” 
which involves pregnant celebri-
ties undergoing Caesarean sec-
tions, and then receiving a “tum-
my tuck” immediately aft er.
Lina Morillo, a doctorate stu-
dent at the University of Texas-El 
Paso who is seven-months preg-
nant, said she came back to her 
hometown of San Jose to explore 
childbirth options that weren’t 
available in Texas.
“I’m a student, so it’s really 
hard,” she said. “But why shouldn’t 
I be able to have the birth that I 
want, even if I don’t have the best 
insurance? I think it’s for impor-
tant for women to know that they 
have options.”
HOLLY SZKOROPAD
Staff Writer
From left to right, senior occupational therapy majors Jeff Tyler, Lauren 
Lofy and Melanie Ramos participate in a cookie tasting research study at the Central Classroom build-
ing on Wednesday. The study was conducted by Yukihiko Tanimoto for his graduate project. 
Lina Morillo (left) discusses natural 
childbirth options with Allana Moore of the Bill Wilson Center 
following the viewing and discussion of the movie “The Business 
of Being Born.” 
SANDRA SANTOS / Spartan Daily
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PROP 8    Court will also address legality of 
18,000 marriages performed before Prop 8 passed
But Nithin Mathew, presi-
dent of the College Republicans 
at SJSU, disagreed.
“We do believe in equal 
rights for everyone, although I 
don’t believe that marriage is an 
alienable right,” Mathew said.
“Marriage,” he added, “is an 
issue of separation of church 
and state.”
Wiggsy Sivertsen, a counsel-
or and sociology professor, said 
she does not agree with those 
who voted for Proposition 8.
“I think the people who were 
carrying the ‘Yes on 8’ campaign 
were saying, ‘We want to be able 
to discriminate against a certain 
class of people,’ and right now it 
happens to be the gay and les-
bian community,” she said.
Sivertsen said she and her 
partner were married on Hal-
loween, aft er the California Su-
preme Court overturned Prop-
osition 22, legalizing same-sex 
marriage in June 2008.
One issue that will be ad-
dressed by the court is the legal-
ity of the marriages performed, 
such as Sivertsen’s, before Prop-
osition 8 passed.
“None of those marriages 
should have validity inside of 
California,” Mathew said.
Sivertsen said she will be 
thinking about the future of her 
recent marriage as today’s pro-
ceedings occur.
“I would like my marriage to 
hold up,” Sivertsen said, add-
ing that no matt er what people 
may think, marriage is a legal 
commitment and should be 
viewed as one.
“Marriage is about property,” 
she said. “It has nothing to do 
with a religious ceremony. Th e 
religious ceremony is the ‘cel-
ebration’ of marriage.”
Terry Christensen, a politi-
cal science professor, said that 
although he can’t predict how 
the courts will rule, he knows 
which direction the arguments 
could go.
“Att orney General Brown 
will argue that (Proposition 
8) is taking away inalienable 
rights,” he said. “Opponents 
will say that it’s democracy and 
that is what the people voted.”
Lamoria Roberts, a junior 
justice studies major, said de-
mocracy should rule.
“I think it’s sad that they 
would go against the will of the 
people,” she said. “I voted yes 
on Prop. 8.”
“Either make it a choice for 
the people and let us vote and 
respect our vote or don’t make 
a choice and just make it legal,” 
Roberts added.
Mathew shared a similar 
sentiment.
“If we don’t listen to the vot-
ers, why have a democracy?” he 
said. “I fi nd it tyrannical that 
people are ignoring the voices 
of the voters.”
Andrae Macapinlac, presi-
dent of SJSU’s Democratic Cau-
cus, said it wouldn’t be the fi rst 
time a court overruled a major-
ity vote by the people.
“Th ey voted for segregation 
in the South during the ’60s and 
for limiting voting in the South 
during the ’60s,” he said. 
Christensen referred to oth-
er instances in the past where 
the courts overruled a majority 
vote to protect the rights of mi-
norities.
“In California, specifi cally in 
the ’60s, there was a vote on dis-
crimination in housing,” he said. 
“In the ’90s, there was a vote on 
the rights of illegal immigrants 
to have access to public services 
like school, welfare and health-
care. Th e voters said no and the 
courts said yes.”
Sivertsen said she also 
looked at history to determine 
what outcome the court may 
have.
“If you look at the history 
of civil rights in this country, it 
has never occurred by the ballot 
box, she said. “It’s always oc-
curred through court decision, 
and the court’s responsibility is 
to interpret the law.”
Sivertsen said that some of 
the arguments against gay mar-
riage confound her.
“One thing people are saying 
that I don’t understand is that 
it will destroy marriage as we 
know it today,” she said. 
“How? I have been in gay pol-
itics for 40 years and I haven’t 
found an answer,” Sivertsen 
added. “We are very reluctant 
to change the things that we be-
come familiar with and that are 
comfortable to us.”
Sivertsen said the issue 
raised by opponents on teach-
ing children about homosexual-
ity is unwarranted.
“Th ey kept telling people, 
‘We’ll have to teach homosexu-
ality in schools.’ I don’t remem-
ber that ever being writt en any 
place. However, I think that 
every child has a right to learn 
about the society in which it 
lives,” she said.
Children are also a concern 
for student Quan.
“If a child is in school 
and they have two mothers, 
wouldn’t they get made fun of 
a lot? If people of the same sex 
get married, they should really 
think things through, not just 
for themselves but for their 
children,” she said.
Another concern Sivertsen 
said opponents have is that if 
legalized, same-sex marriages 
would be required to be per-
formed in all churches.
“Th at was never our inten-
tion and never has been,” she 
said. “I don’t know about all 
my gay friends but I don’t want 
to go to a church that hates me 
and get married. We have been 
married or become domestic 
partners by people who will-
ingly and welcomingly want to 
participate.”
Aft er Proposition 8 passed 
by 52 percent, it became clear 
that many people do not want 
to participate in labeling same-
sex unions as “marriage.”
“It should not be called 
marriage,” College Republi-
cans club’s Mathew said. “Th ey 
should be allowed a ‘domestic 
partnership’ with everything 
equal as married couples.”
If the court does decide 
against Proposition 8, Chris-
tensen said the decision will be 
monumental.
“If they overturn (Proposi-
tion 8) it will be such a big deal 
because it will set a precedent,” 
he said. “Th ey will be very care-
ful about what they say because 
the rest of the country follows 
the precedent set by the Califor-
nia Supreme Court. Th e decision 
will be looked at by other states 
and the federal court,” he said.
“Whatever the decision, this 
is going to go on for a while. It 
could take weeks or months,” 
he said.
Th e California Channel will 
broadcast the arguments sur-
rounding Proposition 8 from 9 
a.m. to noon.
CAMPUSIMAGES
Junior nutritional science majors Yadira Valdez-Dixon and Monica 
Slingerland put together chicken and vegetable skewers for their food service production 
management laboratory course in the Central Classroom building on Tuesday. Every week a 
different group from the class cooks in a different style; this week was Japanese cuisine.
SANDRA SANTOS / Spartan Daily
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New protections for fi sh 
species may hurt water supply
FRESNO — California fi sh 
and wildlife managers approved 
new protections Wednesday for 
two fi sh species that play a key 
ecological role in the beleaguered 
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, a 
move authorities said could trig-
ger cuts to the state’s water sup-
plies for crops and cities.
Th e Fish and Game Commis-
sion voted unanimously Wednes-
day to list the longfi n smelt as a 
threatened species under the Cal-
ifornia Endangered Species Act.
Commissioners also voted to 
classify the longfi n’s cousin, the 
tiny delta smelt, as an endan-
gered species, moves hailed by 
environmentalists as a victory 
for the fragile ecosystem and its 
bellwether species.
“We should be managing 
California’s water system to pro-
tect not just one species but all of 
them,” said Tina Swanson, execu-
tive director of the Bay Institute, 
which petitioned the state for 
the listings with the Natural Re-
sources Defense Council. “Both 
these fi sh are prett y rare right 
now, and we run the risk of not 
even being able to detect them 
just because so few are alive.”
In recent years, court deci-
sions aimed at protecting the 
delta smelt have restricted water 
deliveries from the delta, the in-
land freshwater estuary where 
both fi sh live, and have spelled 
major losses for growers in the 
state’s farm belt who rely on the 
system to irrigate their crops.
Federal scientists say the 
delta smelt are on the brink of 
extinction.
Th is year, farms’ water supplies 
again are running low, but for a dif-
ferent reason — three years of dry 
weather and parched reservoirs.
Offi  cials with the state De-
partment of Fish and Game said 
Wednesday’s decision could al-
low for a separate set of cutbacks 
to be triggered if scientists fi nd 
longfi n smelt are at risk of being 
killed by the giant pumps that 
send water from the delta to more 
than 25 million Californians.
Department surveys show 
the population of the longfi n 
smelt in the fall of 2007 reached 
their lowest since the surveys 
began in 1967.
Th e silvery fi sh, which grows 
to about 5 inches long, is consid-
ered an indicator of the ecosys-
tem’s health, and begins spawn-
ing in the estuary earlier than the 
delta smelt, offi  cials said.
“Th ere is the potential for 
longfi n smelt protections to be 
triggered even if there aren’t any 
in eff ect for the delta smelt,” said 
Marty Gingras, a supervising bi-
ologist with the department.
Th e motion the commission 
approved Wednesday instructs 
the department to list the long-
fi n smelt as a threatened species, 
and start regulating how the fi sh 
should be protected for the next 
10 years.
Some rules safeguarding the 
longfi n smelt have been in place 
since February 2008, when the 
species fi rst qualifi ed as a candi-
date for listing.
Wednesday’s action sets in 
stone an agreement between the 
department and state water offi  -
cials that protects longfi n smelt 
from December to June, while 
the fi sh migrate, spawn and hatch 
in the estuary and are most likely 
to be killed in the pumps, Gin-
gras said.
If scientists fi nd fi sh in dan-
gerous conditions during that 
time frame, that triggers an eval-
uation process that involves fi ve 
state and federal agencies and 
ultimately falls to Department 
of Fish and Game Director Don 
Koch for a fi nal decision.
Associated Press
2000: Proposition 22 
is passed by voters, 
defi ning marriage as 
between a man and a 
woman.
2004: San Francisco Mayor 
Gavin Newsom orders 
the issuance of same-sex 
marriage licenses by the city 
and county of San Francisco. 
The state Supreme Court later 
voided the marriages.
Sept. 2005: Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger vetoes a bill 
that proposes legalizing same-sex 
marriage.
May 2008: The state Supreme 
Court overturns Proposition 
22, clearing way for same-sex 
marriage to begin. The decision 
offi cially took effect, allowing 
18,000 same-sex couples to 
marry by November.
Nov. 2008: Proposition 
8 is passed by voters, 
placing the defi nition 
of marriage as between 
a man and a woman 
into the California 
Constitution.
Jan. 2009: Arguments and briefs are fi led 
contesting or supporting the legality of 
Proposition 8, setting a date for arguments 
before the state Supreme Court.
Events involving same-sex couples and the right to marry in the state of California.
Source / San Francisco Chronicle Infographic by MEGAN HAMILTON / Spartan Daily
It’s a common occurrence 
for me.
I’m dining in an ethnic res-
taurant, and I happen to glance 
over at the glass-faced fridge 
where the soft  drinks are dis-
played. I see much I recognize 
— the familiar staples of Amer-
ican beverage consumption: 
Pepsi, Coke, diet variations 
thereof.  Colored sugar waters 
and cans of stimulants.  But 
among the ordinary, glimpses 
of the bizarre: brightly colored 
containers, words describing 
their contents scrawled across 
their face in foreign, inscrutable 
characters. I am left  wonder-
ing what these strange confec-
tions are, and what they might 
taste like.
My fi rst inclination, is to ig-
nore such concoctions. Why 
branch out when the same 
comfortable choices are there? 
But every once in a while, I de-
cide to embrace the new.  And 
every once in a while, I fi nd 
something truly unique.
Grass jelly, sometimes called 
leaf jelly, is a popular desert in 
China, Taiwan and Southeast 
Asia.  It’s sold in cubes at Asian 
markets, or, as I encountered it, 
as a drink in a bright green can 
at Lee’s Sandwiches. It’s made 
from the partially fermented 
stalks of a plant that’s closely re-
lated to mint, although “minty” 
is defi nitely not a word that 
could be used to describe it.
Translucent brown in color, 
shot through with thickened 
chunks of gelatin, the drink 
looks sort of like cola with 
popcorn kernels fl oating in it. 
It has a strong, herbal smell — 
spicy and sort of earthy, like 
good tea.
Taste-wise, grass jelly drink 
is very hard to describe. Th ere’s 
a lot of fl avors in this summer 
delicacy of the Orient, each one 
fi ghting for the imbiber’s att en-
tion. Th e initial impression as 
it hits one’s tongue is simulta-
neously sweet and somewhat 
astringent, like black licorice or 
absinthe. Th is quickly mellows 
and one is hit, suddenly, unex-
pectedly, by a spicy core. Th e 
note is something like cinna-
mon, but that’s not quite right. 
It’s very warm and medicinal 
and it tickles the tongue.
In its native land, grass jelly 
drink is oft en sweetened with 
honey, and indeed, the variety 
I sampled had honey in it. Fol-
lowing in the wake of the drink’s 
spicy heart, there was a very 
clear, syrupy honey note that 
coated the tongue and stuck 
around aft er I swallowed.
Overall the eff ect was remi-
niscent of fl atcream soda. Mi-
cro-brewery cream soda.
If I had to fault this drink for 
anything, it would be the chunks 
of congealed jelly that fl oat with-
in it. Th ey’re not bad, per se, 
tasting something like the pearls 
found in a Th ai drink. I’m just 
not used to drinking bits of solid 
matt er suspended in liquid. 
I get the feeling that I would 
have enjoyed my drink a litt le 
more if it were run through a 
strainer fi rst.
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Cinequest fi lm refl ects on cultural warfare
“Firaaq,” an Urdu word that 
means separation and quest, 
starts with two men burying a 
group of slain Muslims in a mass 
grave. A dump truck pulls up to 
the grave, dumps a load of bod-
ies by the site and one of the 
men tosses the body of a young 
boy into the pit. 
I don’t think we are in Bolly-
wood anymore, Toto.
“Firaaq” is a tough, but re-
warding work about the aft er-
math of Gujarat Riots in the In-
dian state of Gujarat over several 
months in 2002. 
Th ese confl icts were sparked 
when a train carrying Hindu pil-
grims was set afl ame by a group 
of Muslim att ackers. Fift y-eight 
men, women and children were 
burned to death in the incident.
A BBC article reported that 
790 Muslims and 254 Hindus 
were killed, 223 more people 
were missing and another 2,500 
were injured in the Gujarat 
Riots. Six-hundred children 
were orphaned.
Th e fi lm is a fi ctionalized 
view of the survivors’ lives aft er 
the riots, and is structured much 
in the style of “Crash.” We meet 
characters for a few minutes and 
then are swift ly carried on to 
the next.
I found the Altmanesque 
storytelling a bit distracting be-
cause of the language and cul-
ture barriers. I only noticed that 
the bodies being buried in the 
beginning were supposed to be 
Muslims upon second viewing. 
I didn’t know that accord-
ing to tradition, Hindus must 
be cremated instead of buried 
to avoid their souls becoming 
att ached to their bodies upon 
death.
One woman, while out buy-
ing vegetables from a street cart, 
runs into a young boy and makes 
him drop his banana. She asks if 
he is hungry, asks if he is a Mus-
lim and then takes him home to 
feed him. 
While there, her aging hus-
band calls out for a servant boy 
and she turns the boy’s necklace 
with a Muslim religious symbol 
around, and sends the boy in to 
serve the older man.
Another thread follows a 
woman who burns her arms in 
shame as she ignores the yelling 
of a distraught woman, whose 
face is also scarred from burns. 
A close-up shot reveals many 
round burn scars on her arms. 
Th is has happened before and 
will happen again.
“Firaaq” is shot in very sub-
dued and desaturated colors, 
which fi t the mood of the fi lm 
very well.
While the fi lm starts with a 
small text describing the events 
of the Gujarat Riots, I, as a West-
erner, would have liked a litt le 
more background in this fi lm. 
Indian Hindus and Muslims 
will certainly have a much easi-
er time digesting this fi lm on a 
cultural level, but maybe not as 
much on a psychological level. 
Th e most interesting charac-
ters to me are the mixed Hindu/
Muslim couple. Th ey have de-
cided to move away from the 
area to avoid dealing with the 
continuing cultural confl ict.
Th e fi lm follows the couple 
to the home of a Hindu cou-
ple where they are questioned 
about their relationship and 
their choice to fl ee Gujarat. 
“Have you ever regret-
ted marrying a Muslim?” 
the wife’s friend asks her.
Her Muslim husband says, “We 
have to bury our heads in shame” 
when Muslim extremists att ack. 
“When did me become we?” He 
wonders.
“Firaaq” is deft ly handled by 
fi rst-time director, Nandita Das, 
a popular Indian actress. 
She does manage to weave 
the characters into an interest-
ing story and off ers an interest-
ing look at cultural warfare, but 
at times the dialogue can be a 
bit preachy.
Das’ India is not the ideal-
ized world of Bollywood fi lms, 
but is perhaps a more honest 
and open look at the world’s 
largest democracy.
“Firaaq” plays at Cine-
quest today at 7:30 p.m. and 
on Friday at 4:30 p.m. at the 
California Th eatre.
HANK DREW
Staff Writer
LEE’S SANDWICHES
260 E. Santa Clara St.
GRASS JELLY DRINK
DRINKOF THEWEEK
CA
RL
OS
 A.
 M
OR
EN
O 
/ 
Sp
ar
tan
 D
ail
y
Bollywood actress Shahana Goswami in a scene from “Firaaq.” Photo courtesy of Chakpak Web site
Little Mohsin, played by Mohammad Samad.
On Sunday, Mar. 1, “Two Mil-
lion Stupid Women” made its 
worldwide premiere at the 2009 
Cinequest Film Festival, and I 
want my money back.
Never mind that, I want to be 
compensated for the two hours of 
my life that I will never get back. 
“Two Million Stupid Women” 
was that bad.  
Th e story revolves around a 
girl named Melissa who is out to 
celebrate her 21st birthday. 
Th e fi lm begins with Me-
lissa gett ing dressed up in the 
cliche sparkly dress and tiara 
that has become popular for 
girls to wear when going out on 
birthday nights. 
Melissa wants to go see her 
boyfriend, J.T., who is a DJ at a 
local club. Th e night quickly takes 
a turn for the worst when Melissa 
fi nds J.T. in an intimate encounter 
with a nameless blonde girl.
Th e rest of the fi lm consists 
of following Melissa, along with 
her dysfunctional friends Anna 
and Todd,  on a mission to fi nd 
the men she had hooked up with 
in her past and asking them to 
tell her she is “stupid and pa-
thetic, and she should leave 
them alone.” 
In between visits to these 
various men, the banter between 
Melissa and Anna goes like this: 
“I’m so stupid and pathetic!” “No 
Melissa you’re not! I don’t know 
why you are doing this!”
 Th is is followed by a bor-
ing side story of a dysfunctional 
budding romance between Anna 
and Todd. By this point I was so 
thoroughly disgusted by this fi lm 
I could care less about these two 
miserable characters.
Th e fi lm ends with Melissa 
gett ing her “revenge” by locking 
J.T. in a closet at the club where he 
works. She also gets the opportu-
nity to berate J.T.’s new love inter-
est in front of a crowd by calling 
her out for having “fake tits.” 
It is so refreshing to watch 
young women rip each other 
apart over the aff ections of a man, 
isn’t it?
I found the male laughter 
in the audience to be infuriat-
ing. Was this story supposed to 
be funny? I found it to be more 
tragic than amusing. Watching 
a prett y, young woman degrade 
herself over and over again is 
hardly laughable. 
Th is movie was about how 
some women give men the pow-
er to make them feel like crap, 
and I don’t feel like that should 
be applauded. 
But fortunately, the fi nal 
showing of “Two Million Stupid 
Women” was last night, some-
thing to be applauded.
Aft er the fi lm, there was 
a question-and-answer session 
held with the director, producers 
and the writer Amy J. Heidish, 
who laughingly admitt ed that she 
wrote this story over a series of 
drunken nights.
Apparently, the joke was 
on us.
Movie shows women degrading themselves
TARA DUFFY
Senior Staff Writer
MOVIE REVIEW: ‘TWO MILLION STUPID WOMEN’
MOVIE REVIEW: ‘FIRAAQ’
Photo courtesy of Chakpak Web site
JON XAVIER
Online Editor
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Bishop Allen may have made a devilish deal
JOHN HORNBERG
Executive Editor
Check out images 
taken by 
Spartan Daily 
photographers 
in their
Photo Blog.
www.spartandailyphoto.wordpress.com
Th e members of Bishop Allen did 
away with a lot of things when they 
entered the studio to make the band’s 
third release, titled “Grrr …”.
Gone is the eclectic sense of sto-
ry telling in each song, as seen on 
previous albums.
Th e creative instrumental lineups 
from its previous albums and EPs also 
were thrown out the window.
Instead, the indie rock band, cen-
tered around Christian Rudder and Jus-
tin Rice, went for a more energetic tone 
on “Grrr…”, which offi  cially hits shelves 
next week but is currently available for 
download through the band’s Web site. 
With this album, Bishop Allen has pro-
duced a brilliant collection of upbeat 
hooks that fl ow seamlessly together.
For the bett er, gone is the album of 
songs that don’t fi t together nicely. “Th e 
Broken String,” the band’s last album, 
was a random sampling of the band’s 
intelligent song writing, but lacked any 
cohesion. “Grrr…” fl ows nicely from 
song to song.
Also jett isoned are the off -kilter 
hooks that tried too hard, and the 
att empts at bluegrass that pained 
the ears.
Th e mood throughout “Grrr…” is 
one of happiness. Th e opening song, 
“Dimmer,” is an overly upbeat song 
with a punchy chorus line not heard in 
previous works.
“Am I dimmer every day? Am I just a 
litt le glimmer?” asks singer Justin Rice 
to open the album.
Th e two best songs are hidden in the 
middle of the album. Th e song “Oklaho-
ma” seems to be about love, but makes 
one of the strangest analogies ever seen 
in music.
“You have eyes like Oklahoma,” Rice 
sings about the focus of the story.
Th e song “Shanghaied” is literally 
about being, well, shanghaied, or kid-
napped and sold to work on a ship. It 
makes judicious use of the acoustic 
guitars with a Western feel to them, and 
shows a fl ash of storytelling brilliance 
otherwise not heard on “Grrr…”. Th e 
song has an appropriate swash-buckling 
feel to it.
Unlike previous works, Bishop Al-
len pursue actual chorus lines on many 
of its songs. None are more ambitious 
than on “Cue the Elephants,” which 
fl ourishes with drums and guitars into 
a loud chorus line.
“Grrr…” doesn’t overstay its wel-
come, either, at a fair 35-and-a-half 
minutes.
Th e album is brilliant, and the band 
members know it to the point of cocki-
ness. Th e band brazenly labels its songs’ 
genre as “great music” when loaded 
into an iTunes Library aft er being 
downloaded from the band’s Web site. 
A bold statement from the band for an 
album that serves as a departure from 
the norm.
But the album seems like it’s a deal 
with the devil. “Grrr…” is an amazing 
album without a bad song on it, but the 
cost to the trademark style that got the 
band to the cusp of fame and fortune 
may have been too much.
While the storytelling method may 
not have worked all the time, it made 
Bishop Allen a unique performance 
with creative gusto pervading every-
thing it did. 
“Grrr…” signifi es a proverbial move 
toward the mainstream middle for the 
band.
For the fi rst time in six years, aft er 
two previous albums and countless EPs, 
listeners can legitimately say, “Hey, they 
sound like …”.
Th e changes with “Grrr…” have 
made for a brilliant album, but one 
has to wonder if the band can do 
it again.
Justin Rice (upper left) and Christian Rudder (far right) of Bishop Allen 
with other band members.
Photo courtesy of Rhapsody
MOVIE REVIEW: ‘THE NATURE OF EXISTENCE’
CD REVIEW: BISHOP ALLEN, “GRRR...”
“Th e Nature of Existence,” 
Cinequest’s closing fi lm, is a stel-
lar documentary for anybody in-
terested in religion. People who 
are tired of the discussion of reli-
gion should fi nd another fi lm.
It’s directed by Roger Nygard, 
who also made the documen-
tary “Trekkies” that explored the 
unique lives of Star Trek fans. 
“Th e Nature of Existence” ex-
plores metaphysical questions 
we all wonder.
Why we are here? Is there a 
God? Do we have souls? Th ese 
are asked by Nygard to a vast va-
riety of people.
Nygard has real skill for fi nd-
ing interesting and, sometimes, 
bizarre people to interview. From 
religious pundits to sci-fi  authors 
around the globe, Nygard cov-
ers all of these in the religious 
debate. Nygard balances the dis-
cussion by including the input 
of scientists. 
Some of the people inter-
viewed are clearly crazy, but Ny-
gard doesn’t exploit them, he lets 
their statements speak for them-
selves, providing a few genuinely 
funny segments in the documen-
tary. In one scene, a man yelling 
at college students explains that 
masturbation is the fi rst step to-
ward becoming a homosexual.  
Th e exhaustive work Nygard 
has spent interviewing people is 
in some way one of the fl aws of 
this documentary. 
At times, he presents too 
many opinions too fast. Nygard 
machine-guns the people he in-
terviews onto the screen. Th e 
quick cuts between subjects are 
more fi tt ing for a commercial 
than a documentary.
Somebody will say some-
thing genuinely profound, but 
I found myself with no time to 
ponder it because then the next 
guy pops onto the screen to give 
his opinion.
Th ere is so much said in this 
documentary that you really 
need to watch it more than once 
to digest the statements from the 
people interviewed.
Halfway through the docu-
mentary, Nygard slows the num-
ber of interviews and as a result, it 
gets much bett er. As Nygard trav-
els the globe, he introduces us to 
religions all around the world. 
Th is is the best part of the docu-
mentary. Nygard does a great job 
combining his narration with the 
interesting interviews.
People who are not interested 
in a discussion about religion 
will not fi nd this fi lm interest-
ing. Sometimes I feel that people 
in the U.S. talk about religion 
too much. 
Nygard tried to interview 
theoretical physicist Stephen 
Hawking, but Hawking declined 
because he was tired of the God 
question. I fi nd myself feeling 
the same way.
If you are done with the de-
bate of God and spirituality, it’s 
hard to ignore Nygard’s honest 
approach to documentary mak-
ing. 
In this fi lm he is not looking 
to prove that some of these peo-
ple’s views on religion are wrong 
— he presents them and lets the 
viewer decide. 
Nygard never injects his reli-
gious views into the fi lm. Th is is 
refreshing compared with other 
documentary makers who want 
to prove a sensationalized point.
“Th e Nature of Existence” is 
playing on Sunday at 7:30 p.m. 
in the California Th eatre. 
Rapid-fi re documentary refl ects on religion
MICHAEL LE ROY
Staff Writer
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Team  Comments
1. New Jersey
42-19-3 
With Brodeur back, the Devils 
have been hotter than hell.
2. San Jose
42-11-9
 The Sharks have looked weary 
on their past two road trips. 
3. Detroit
42-14-8
Injury to Hossa coule be cata    
strophic for the Red Wings.    
4. Boston
42-13-9
Impressive at home, but the    
Bruins have won 3 of last 10.
5. Calgary
38-19-6
The Flames have won 7 of last
10, but play next 7 on the road.
COMMENTARY
Dead lines and tradelines
KIMEL’S TOP-FIVE NHL TEAMS
It took 62 games.
Now, San Jose can fi nally join 
the ranks of the other 29 teams in 
the NHL.
Following Saturday’s 3-2 loss 
in Montreal, the Sharks lost 
c o n s e c u t i v e  
games in regu-
lation for the 
fi rst time this 
season, aft er 
suff ering a 4-1 
blowout to Dal-
las on Tuesday.   
Overall, the 
Sharks have lost 
20 games and just 
11 in regulation — 
the fewest of all teams in 
the league — and are currently 
tied with Boston for the second 
most points in the league.
“It’s quite an accomplish-
ment,” captain Patrick Marleau 
said aft er the team’s morning 
skate at HP Pavilion prior to the 
game against the Stars.
Before the Dallas game, as-
sistant captain Joe Th ornton 
couldn’t describe why his team 
has had so much success against 
the Stars this season.
“I don’t know why we are 4-0 
against Dallas,” he said.
Is it because the Sharks had 
extra motivation to beat the Stars 
aft er being eliminated by them 
last season in the playoff s?
“It sits there in the back of 
your mind,” Th ornton said. “But 
it’s a new season and a new year. 
You want to win every game.”
Th e way the Sharks played 
Tuesday, it didn’t seem like they 
had any motivation to win.
And apparently, it is a new 
month, too, and the Sharks are 
0-1 in it.
San Jose did have a reason in 
mind, though, to beat Dallas.
“It’s more than just last sea-
son, they are a division oppo-
nent, and you want to beat those 
guys,” Th ornton said.
Added Jonathan Cheechoo: 
“You never want to lose to a divi-
sional rival.”
But, they did.
Coach Todd McLellan said he 
wasn’t sure “Dallas was Dallas” 
earlier in the year.
Tuesday night, Dallas was 
Dallas — the team that knows 
how to beat the 
Sharks.
And Marty 
Turco was 
Marty Turco, 
allowing just 
one shot past 
his glove. San 
Jose’s forwards 
were unproduc-
tive, injured or 
busy “head-butt ing” 
the opposition.
Th e Sharks have scored a 
pathetic seven goals in the past 
fi ve games.
Th ree of the Sharks’ seven 
scores have come from linemates 
Devin Setoguchi and Th ornton 
and another from a defense-
man. Th e Sharks’ other forwards 
have been missing targets lately, 
having placed the bullet on the 
bull’s-eye just three times in the 
past fi ve games.
If San Jose’s off ense doesn’t 
get going soon, its season is go-
ing to come to a halt quicker than 
expected.
Th e Sharks are currently pro-
jected as one of the favorites to 
win the Stanley Cup.
San Jose goalie Evgeni Nabok-
ov, who has been out with the fl u 
the past three games, hasn’t been 
playing quite up to par lately and 
backup Brian Boucher seems to 
play bett er when he’s in net once 
every two weeks.
While the Sharks did make 
some late trade deadline moves, 
none of them are going to make 
as much a diff erence as a resur-
gence of the core of the team.
Marleau, Setoguchi, Th orn-
ton and Nabokov must step up,
 now.
Th e Sharks dominated op-
ponents in the early going of the 
season and must return to that 
form to make a serious bid to 
win it all.
In a trade on Wednesday, San 
Jose dumped a goalie prospect, a 
sophomore forward and a condi-
tional fourth-round draft  pick in 
2011 for two divisional foes.
Th e Sharks acquired wing 
Travis Moen — who seems more 
like a fi ller than a killer — and de-
fenseman Kent Huskins — who 
adds depth to the Sharks’ defen-
sive lineup — from Anaheim.
While it may not seem like 
the greatest move General Man-
ager Doug Wilson has made in 
recent years, the Sharks needed a 
wing aft er announcing on Tues-
day that Mike Grier and Jeremy 
Roenick will be out for several 
weeks. And an extra defenseman 
can never hurt.
“Th ese two players under-
stand that the team comes fi rst,” 
Wilson said in a news release 
on Wednesday. “Th ey have both 
won a Stanley Cup and will be 
great additions to our club.”
Th e Sharks signed forward 
Brandon Mashinter, 20, on Tues-
day, who is not likely to make 
an impact this season, and also 
picked up a sixth-round draft 
pick in the 2009 NHL Draft  for 
defenseman Kyle McLaren in a 
trade with Philadelphia.
But, you can’t expect block-
buster maneuvers at the trade 
deadline from a team that has 
been considered the best in the 
league for most of the season.
And the Sharks made most of 
their big moves in the off season 
anyways — picking up defense-
men Dan Boyle, Brad Lukowich 
and Rob Blake.
Coach McLellan put it best: 
“As an organization, I know we’re 
quite comfortable and happy 
with what we have here. 
“We believe that this group 
can get it done. We have to make 
sure they believe that as well. 
We’ll move forward; whatever 
happens, happens.”
And if they have the right 
group, they’ll get it done.
MATTHEW KIMEL
Sharks Remarks
Matthew Kimel is a Spartan Daily 
sports editor. “Sharks Remarks” 
appears every other Thursday.
Joe Thornton (center) celebrates San Jose’s only goal in a 4-1 loss to Dallas Tuesday at home. Courtesy of the San Jose Sharks
Year  Aquistions
2008-09 Travis Moen , Kent Huskins, draft pick
2007-08 Brian Campbell
2006-07 Craig Rivet, Bill Guerin
2005-06 Ville Nieminen
2004-05 Curtis Brown, Jason Marshall
 Classifieds
EMPLOYMENT
EARN EXTRA MONEY Stu-
dents needed ASAP
Earn up to $150 per day being 
a mystery shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791 
STUDENT WORK (NEAR 
SJSU) As featured in the Wall 
Street Journal in August 2008. 
*$17.70 BASE-appt. 
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES 
*No experience necessary 
*Training provided 
*Customer sales/ service 
*Scholarships awarded annually 
*Internships possible 
*Some conditions apply 
*All majors may apply 
CALL FOR INTERVIEW 
(408) 866-1100 
(650) 940-9400 
(510) 790-2100 
www.workforstudents.com/ sjsu 
SURVEY TAKERS NEEDED: 
Make $5-$25 per survey. www. 
GetPaidToThink.com 
SERVICES
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL 
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair 
PC Data Recovery Remove 
Virus Rental Trade Laptop & 
Parts (408)469-5999 
CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces.  
Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.  
The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces.  
A minimum of three lines is required. 
Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS:   1          2         3          4
RATE:  $10.00  $15.00  $20.00  $25.00 
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE. 
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
 • RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY.  •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID. 
 • NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.  
Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.  
STUDENT ID REQUIRED.  
Rate applies to student’s individual ads only.  Not intended for businesses and/or other persons. 
Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services 
advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied.  The classified 
columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and 
offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain 
advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific 
telephone numbers or addresses for additional information.  
Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these 
further contacts, they should require complete information before 
sending money for goods or services.  In addition, readers should 
carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons 
for discount vacations or merchandise. 
Need a Roommate?
Need a Job?
Need a Roommate
with a Job?
Spartan Daily
Classiﬁeds
As tears poured out of my eyes, 
I plopped down on the staircase 
outside of my work just as a cloud 
of rain burst over my head (just 
like in the movies), and won-
dered how much money I could 
milk out of my employer if I sued 
for workers’ compensation.
How did I arrive at this sad 
moment? Let me break it down.
One wet, rainy aft ernoon, I 
went galloping down the stairs 
of the building where I work that 
lead to the outside world, eager 
to start my Friday night. On the 
second to last stair, I slipped, fell 
and landed on my ankle.
As a string of expletives es-
caped from my mouth, I felt a 
sharp, excruciating pain skyrock-
et up my right leg. Trying to walk 
it off , I realized I couldn’t. I had 
seriously injured myself.
I plopped down on the last stair, 
looked at my ankle and my very 
fi rst thought that was, “How am I 
going to pay to see the doctor?”
You see, I’m one of those mil-
lions (47 million to be exact) 
of Americans who do not have 
health insurance.
I’ve seen “Sicko.” If health 
insurance companies stick it to 
their paying clients, think of how 
screwed the people who don’t 
have health insurance are.
I quickly calculated in my 
head. I could probably scrounge 
up a few hundred bucks by emp-
tying my checking and savings 
accounts.
Selling my car could cover 
the cost of X-rays, a cast and 
crutches. I could make this work. 
I would just have to substitute 
Top Ramen for every meal from 
now until 2014 and rely on pub-
lic transportation to ferry me to 
and fro.
Th en an evil thought crept 
into my brain. “What if I just 
sued my work?”
Yes, that could work.
I’ll make a case that my em-
ployer knew that rain and stairs 
create a slippery surface that puts 
me, and everyone else around 
me, at risk.
My employer should have 
coated the stairs in a non-slip 
surface to avoid accidents like 
these.
Hell, if a lawsuit worked for 
the lady who was awarded $2.86 
million aft er she sued McDon-
ald’s aft er she spilled a cup of hot 
coff ee on herself, my case would 
be a slam dunk.
Let me hit the pause butt on 
now and ask this: What has this 
country become?
When people are sick, hurt 
and injured, instead of seeking — 
and receiving — proper medical 
care, they cower in fear wonder-
ing what the bott om line is going 
to be. How will they be able to 
aff ord the ambulance trip? Th e 
doctor’s visit? Th e medication 
needed to get bett er?
Privatized health care has 
failed this country. Corpora-
tions such as Kaiser Permanente, 
Sigma, Blue Cross and Humana 
only see the dollar signs that 
hang over people’s heads. 
Every day, people are denied 
health care coverage because 
they’re too old, too fat or too 
thin. Have a pre-existing condi-
tion? No coverage for you. Do 
you have a history of smoking, 
drug use or alcohol? Don’t even 
think about gett ing covered. 
Pregnant? Good luck with your 
newborn, because you and your 
baby will be denied coverage.
Th e health care system in 
this country needs to be over-
hauled. Universal health care is 
the key. Today, President Obama 
is scheduled to host a conference 
addressing this subject.
According to the president’s 
Web site, his goals are to cre-
ate health insurance that is af-
fordable and accessible, lower 
the costs associated with health 
care and promote preventive 
medicine.
Let’s hope this all pans out.
So, why didn’t I have health 
care? At the time, I worked two 
part-time jobs. Even though I 
was working 50-hour weeks, I 
wasn’t qualifi ed to receive health 
coverage from either employer.
I ended up not going to the 
hospital (I was already behind 
on paying the bills). I hobbled 
home, channeled my inner Mac-
Gyver to create a makeshift  wrap 
for my ankle and stayed off  it for 
two days.
Eventually, my ankle healed 
on its own. Well, sort of. I can’t 
rotate left  to right without feeling 
a twinge of pain, which leaves me 
clinging to the rail every time I 
leave work.
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DID YOU KNOW...
Elephants are the only animal that can’t 
jump? They are agile and can ford rivers, 
climb gullies, navigate thick sand dunes 
and narrow rocky ledges.
— Animal Planet
Save some cash, skip the organic aisle
I don’t mind my produce 
resembling the steroid-injected 
bodies of weight lift ers. It’s no 
matt er if my Fuji apples look like 
they are protruding from their 
waxed skin.
My experience working in a 
grocery store has showed me all 
the unnecessariness of organic 
produce.
In my store, aisle 14 is full 
of fruit, veggies, nuts and other 
produce fi lled with all of the vi-
tamins and nutrients to sustain 
the human body.
But one litt le corner of the 
produce section is a place re-
served for organic produce. Th e 
diff erences between organic 
produce and non-organic pro-
duce are the price, appearance, 
taste, quality and nutrition.
According to the United 
States Department of Agricul-
ture, organic foods are planted 
in clean soil, are without pes-
ticides, artifi cial fertilizers and 
other added chemicals.
Sure, it sounds as sweet as a 
yellow peach, but there is some-
thing to be said about the cost 
and quality.
If your green bell pepper has 
a litt le sticker on it certifying it 
organic, it is going to cost you a 
couple cents to a dollar more (a 
lot in produce terms).
Contributing to the high 
cost is the process for it to be-
come certifi ed organic. It can 
take nearly fi ve years for a farm 
to refurbish its soil and become 
certifi ed organic.
Th e labor on an organic farm 
is more intensive than a non-or-
ganic farm because of the chem-
ical and mechanical processes 
used to plant the produce. With 
all the money it takes to farm 
organically, the yields are lower 
because most crops do not end 
up in a sellable condition.
I don’t like the thought of 
having Old MacDonald on his 
hands and knees pulling weeds 
when he can have a cost-effi  -
cient chemical that kills them 
with litt le to no eff ort.
Appearance-wise, organic 
fruits and vegetables are smaller, 
occasionally misshapen, some-
times discolored and are more 
likely to have blemishes. I don’t 
want to pay more for less. I want 
the red in my chard to be as 
bright as my lipstick. I don’t want 
my honey-crisp apple to house a 
stowaway. I would rather get the 
most bang for my buck and have 
prime produce, sans worms and 
brown spots. Without wax and 
preservatives, organic produce 
is likely to spoil faster and some 
even say organic produce tastes 
diff erent from the non-organic 
stuff  they had growing up.
In my 22 years of organic 
ignorance, I have never expe-
rienced any side eff ects from 
added pesticides, artifi cial fertil-
izer or growth hormones (So I 
think. But this twitch in my eyes 
is raising my suspicions).
If non-organic produce was 
as sketchy as they make it sound, 
there should be more proof to 
back up these claims. Show me 
a guy who ate his non-organic 
spinach and is now sporting 
Popeye-esque biceps. Show me 
a glowing green bean that got hit 
by the chemical sprayer one too 
many times.
According to the Mayo Clin-
ic, the amount of pesticides in 
non-organic produce is not suf-
fi cient to worry about. A thor-
ough wash is enough to cleanse 
fruits and vegetables from dirt, 
bacteria and possible chemicals. 
You could take it a step further 
and peel off  the skin, but doing 
so will remove the natural nutri-
ents and vitamins.
Whether a supermarket, 
farmers market or personal gar-
den, I am not going to follow the 
organic produce craze simply 
because of the price and hype. I 
am going to do what is best for 
my budget and body, which does 
not mean paying almost double 
to get my cancer-fi ghting broc-
coli. If organic produce were 
cheaper maybe I would change 
my tune, but so far I’m good.
Now there’s some food for 
thought.
A nation failed by ailing health care
ALLIE FIGURES
Figures It Out
I’ve seen “Sicko.” 
If health insurance 
companies stick 
it to their paying 
clients, think of 
how screwed 
the people who 
don’t have health 
insurance are.
ANDREA FRAINIER
Guerrilla Wordfare
If your green bell 
pepper has a little 
sticker on it certify-
ing it organic, it is 
going to cost you 
a couple cents to a 
dollar more (a lot in 
produce terms).
Allie Figures is a Spartan 
Daily A & E editor. “Figures
It Out” appears every 
Thursday.
Andrea Frainier is the Spartan 
Daily opinion editor. “Guerrilla 
Wordfare” appears 
every Thursday.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
In response to Samantha Pat-
terson’s opinion article “College 
girls letting it all hang out,” which 
appeared March 2.
I will admit many women dress with 
less clothing than most people would pre-
fer, however, stating that women are dress-
ing like prostitutes is pushing it. I felt this 
article att acked women for being them-
selves, even if the way some women dress 
may off end others. 
I believe many women understand that 
the way they dress is a refl ection of the 
kind of att ention they receive. With this 
in mind, if a woman wants to wear a mini-
skirt and stilett os to school, so be it. 
Th ese women want att ention and you 
are giving it to them by att acking them in 
your article and showing your own inse-
curities. If these women are comfortable 
with their bodies and have the confi dence 
to show it off , then power to them. I wish I 
had that same confi dence.
Granted, there are sexy ways to show 
off  your body with class and sophistica-
tion that can gain positive att ention from 
others.  However, those women who have 
yet to discover that classy trend should be 
allowed to fi nd it in their own time with-
out having to worry about other women 
att acking them for being true to them-
selves. 
Women need to learn how to stick to-
gether and support each other instead of 
fi nding ways to att ack and berate one oth-
er in order to bring another down to make 
themselves look good. 
In actuality, those women who “let it 
all hang out” are not what a man wants to 
sett le down with anyway — they have a 
bad label. 
So instead of being jealous, let them do 
their own thing — moving from man to 
man, while you fi nd a man that wants you 
for you and not because you have a label.
—Jenna Overby
Business Management
This letter is in response to Cam-
pus Voices regarding the increase of 
student fees to remodel the Student 
Union, which appeared Feb. 24. 
Although I am a graduating senior and 
will make it out just in time to avoid the 
$30 increase in Student Union fees per se-
mester, I have a diffi  cult time accepting the 
fact that students are forced to pay more in 
fees as the school squanders money.
Although that may seem a bit harsh to 
say, I wonder if the school took our pocket 
books into account when the decision was 
made to build the wall dedicated to Cesar 
Chavez. 
Perhaps reducing a dollar from every 
student’s fees would have been a bett er 
decision than building an eye-sore in the 
middle of the school. Try turning off  the 
water fountains and taking the money that 
would be used for the water and electric-
ity and putt ing that toward the Student 
Union. Or maybe the fl at screen televi-
sions in the Student Union that serve no 
purpose other than displaying upcoming 
events should not have been purchased. 
Aside from tuition, Student Union 
fees, Health Center fees, and all of the oth-
er fees we are forced to pay, we have to pay 
almost $200 to park in a garage that never 
has enough parking and who knows how 
much for the new editions of textbooks 
when the only change from the old edi-
tion is a new picture that isn’t essential to 
the book anyhow. 
And now, you’re taking thirty more 
dollars out of my pocket. Undoubtedly, 
the state school system is one of the most 
inexpensive ways to obtain a higher edu-
cation, however the rates charged are be-
coming a bit extreme and we are not see-
ing the benefi ts from them. 
For those of us who have worked two 
or more jobs at a time just to aff ord tuition 
and rent and whatever other fi nancial ob-
ligations there are, $30 is a substantial in-
crease, regardless of the harsh economic 
times this country is facing. 
I understand that the Student Union is 
a necessity and I make use of it quite oft en, 
but I do not see how this increase is going 
to bett er education. I hardly see where the 
money I’m paying now is going. 
Does it go to purchasing and keeping 
the two or three street sweepers that can 
be seen at almost anytime on campus? Or 
is it going to make new banners to be put 
on all of the lamp posts which seem to be 
changed out all too frequently? Maybe it’s 
time we stop paying for all of these frivo-
lous items and focus on what were actu-
ally here for — education.
—Ashley Perreira
Students gathered in the University 
Room on Tuesday night for a lesson in 
fi ne dining and etiquett e from Syndi Seid, 
the founder and director of Advanced 
Etiquett e, a company that does manners 
workshops around the world.
“Th e world was my oyster but I used 
the wrong fork,” she said, quoting famous 
playwright Oscar Wilde, to stress the im-
portance of etiquett e and how far it can 
get you in the professional world.
Simon Chan, a senior business fi nance 
major and a member of the professional 
business fraternity Alpha Kappa Psi, 
came to event for etiquett e tips.
“I just want to learn how to be more 
professional in a restaurant and bett er 
etiquett e,” he said. “Th ere are so many 
spoons to use in restaurants and I don’t 
know exactly which one to use. So aft er 
going to this, hopefully I will know how 
to present myself to companies and how 
bett er to market myself.”
Students were taught everything 
about fi ne dining — when to unfold their 
napkins, which direction to pass a bread 
basket and even how to eat soup without 
slurping, blowing, or scraping the side of 
the bowl.
More than 110 students enjoyed a 
three-course meal, with Seid coming 
around to each table answering questions 
and off ering advice.
Th e event was a part of the Alumni As-
sociation’s Graduates of the Last Decade, 
or GOLD, program. Th e program aims to 
provide students with practical non-aca-
demic skills for the post-college world.
“My goal is that (students) are go-
ing to learn something that is going to 
help them in a business sett ing or in an 
interview sett ing,” said Paul Richardson, 
executive director of SJSU’s Alumni As-
sociation. “Sometimes interviews take 
place over a meal.”
Richardson added that it is important 
“to be able to just have an additional skill 
to be able to get them a job or a promo-
tion or something to further their career.” 
Cecille Almeda, an Alumni Associa-
tion special events intern, said she helped 
organize the event.
“With the whole economic crisis and 
everything it is very hard to get a job with 
this economy, so the etiquett e dinner and 
eating professionally and dressing in busi-
ness att ire and all that will defi nitely help 
students from San Jose,” she said.
Dat Phan, a junior chemistry major, 
said he enjoyed the event and said he 
would recommend it to other people for 
next year.
“It was very educational and very 
benefi cial if you want to go straight into 
the job world,” he said, “especially in this 
economy — if you know how to eat right, 
then they might want you.”
Th is was the second year the Alumni 
Association brought Seid to campus for 
an etiquett e dinner, but Seid has been do-
ing etiquett e events at SJSU with fraterni-
ties for the past eight years.
Seid’s presentation included videos 
and photographs of the dos and don’ts of 
dining for all occasions.
Th e biggest mistake someone could 
make at a business meal is an easy one 
to do if you’re not paying att ention, 
she said.
“Aside from the normal things most 
people will say is a mistake while at a 
dining table, putt ing your elbows on 
the table or talking with your mouth 
full,” Seid said, “the next biggest mis-
take I think is whether you put your 
napkin on your lap before your host 
or hostess, or you start digging in and 
eating before everybody else has been 
served at the table. Th ose two, I think, 
are even worse.”
Syndi Seid helps a table of attendees better understand her fi ne-dining techniques from her “Advanced Etiquette” dinner, 
hosted by the Alumni Association in the University Room on Tuesday.
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Getting a crash course in fi ne dining etiquette
Students shown 
proper dinner table 
manners at workshop
MERRIL GUZMAN
Staff Writer
Former software CEO talks success at forum
SJSU alumnus Martin Brauns 
said he graduated with a master’s 
in business administration when 
he was 20 years old. It took him 
nine months.
“I wasn’t able to get a job 
with my bachelor’s,” he said. “I 
felt like I needed more equip-
ment and went on and got this 
additional credential.”
Graduated in 1982, Brauns 
was invited by the Alumni Asso-
ciation to speak about his expe-
riences in the corporate world 
and to give advice to students. 
It was held in the Engineering 
building yesterday.
Danielle Ynostroza, presi-
dent of the Financial Manage-
ment Association, interviewed 
Brauns during the hour-long 
event.
“Th is is kind of a validation 
or a reconciliation so students 
can see a successful executive 
and compare it to what they’re 
learning in school,” she said. 
Brauns retired in 2006 as CEO 
of Interwoven Inc., a company 
that provides enterprise content 
management soft ware. One of 
his former employees, Julisa Lee, 
said she came to the event be-
cause she thought it would be in-
teresting to see her former CEO 
talk at his alma mater. 
“It just amazes me a lot of the 
CEOs have their MBA degrees 
from Stanford or Harvard but 
all he has is San Jose State,” said 
Lee, who graduated from SJSU 
in 2008. “It shows me that San 
Jose State isn’t just a state school, 
it’s still highly respected.”
One of the key points Brauns 
had for the audience was to 
consider opportunities that 
will make them into more well-
rounded students. 
“It’s broadening not only 
from a business perspective but 
also for a personal self-refl ection 
perspective as well,” he said. 
Brauns said something that 
students can do now is continu-
ing to go to school.
“Th e reason to do that is to 
get more credentials, be bett er 
prepared and build a bett er re-
sume,” he said. 
Lee said she was already 
thinking about applying to a 
Master of Business Admin-
istration program but since 
he pushed it as a key marker 
to get students ahead of the 
curve, she will look more into it. 
Javier Cervantes, a business 
administration graduate student, 
said he is working on a school 
project about learning creativity 
in the business world and hoped 
to speak to Brauns about his 
opinion on the subject. 
“Given that Mr. Brauns was 
at the helm of a big soft ware 
company here in the Silicon Val-
ley, I’m sure he has some great 
insights on how he utilized cre-
ativity as a skill,” he said. 
Cervantes said he was able 
to speak with Brauns aft er the 
event was over and said he is 
glad that alumni are willing to 
speak to current students. 
“Here in an educational set-
ting, we don’t have opportuni-
ties to have access to a CEO, and 
the CEO gives us life lessons,” he 
said. “I learned important skills 
that leaders should have in to-
day’s business environment, such 
as sales forecasting models.”
Brauns said he was the fi rst in 
his family to graduate from col-
lege. He told the group that col-
lege is the time to acquire skills 
which will help once they grad-
uate, especially since companies 
are usually hesitant to hire new 
college graduates. 
“Th e fi rst thing you have to 
do is disguise yourself as not 
a fresh new college graduate 
through internships,” he said. 
“Anything you can do to get 
an internship at a corporate 
role helps in marketing yourself 
as somebody who’s not just out 
of school.” 
SJSU alumnus, former head of the company Interwoven 
engages in hour-long discussion at Engineering building
STEPHANIE VALLEJO
Staff Writer
Alumni speaker, Martin Brauns STEPHANIE VALLEJO / Spartan Daily
CHAD ZIEMENDORF / Spartan Daily
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